This short monograph presents the point of view of a group of investigators at Harvard who have been conducting animal experiments on the problem of shock during the past decade. The initial chapters review and reject various theories which have been offered to explain the phenomenon of irreversible shock, such as increased capillary permeability, fluid and electrolyte imbalance, functional failure of vital organs, or liberation of endogenous toxins. The remaining chapters are concerned with results of animal experiments.
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Plague has probably been the greatest threat to the human race not devised by man himself. The epidemic of the time of Justinian (542-600) is estimated to have had one hundred million victims; it "depopulated towns, turned the country into a desert, and made the habitations of man to become the haunts of wild beasts." In the European pandemic of the 14th century half to two-thirds of the population of England is believed to have been killed by the Black Death, and the previous estimate that 25 per cent of the peoples of Europe died during the pandemic has lately been criticized as an underestimate (data from Pollitzer). The work of medical microbiologists, particularly in the last two decades, has at last brought this, the worst of the man killers, under control, and now, wherever the skill and funds are available, it can be relegated to the status of a minor nuisance.
This classical subject has been given comprehensive treatment by a specialist who has had many years of plague experience. It is a pleasure to report that this book is written with the many-facetted awareness of the veteran worker but at the same time is completely up to date in the modern information offered and in its survey of current plague conditions throughout the world. 
